John 4

Chapter Theme

Sin to Salvation in Christ

John 4:1  "When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John,"

John 4:2  "(Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)"
The References to Baptism in vs 1-2, refer back to John 3:22-23
John 4:3  "He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee."

John 4:4  "And he must needs go through Samaria."

John 4:5  "Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph."

Waiting at the Well

John 4:6  "Now Jacob's well (about 125 ft deep) was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour."

What does this tell you about Jesus?

He experienced the same ups and downs of life as you and me.
Well for Witnessing
John 4:7  "There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink."

John 4:8  "(For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.)"
What does this verse explain?

His disciples would have given Him a drink if they were present. This is why Jesus asked the woman.
John 4:9  "Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans."
How would you phrase her question?

"Why would a Jew like you ask anything of a Smaritan woman like me?"
John 4:10  "Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water."
What is Jesus' answer?

"You don't really know …
* Me
* Who I am
* What I can give
* That would last forever"
She came to a bad conclusion
Witnessing to Smaritan Woman
John 4:11  "The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water?"

John 4:12  "Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?"
What does the woman ask?

"Where are you getting this forever water?"

What did she miss?

She thought the producing of the forever water would indicate who He was.

She missed knowing who He was which would settle the question of how the forever water would be produced.

"Let's see your song and dance, then we will score your performance."

So many points for quality
So many points for presentation
So many points for degree of difficulty
John 4:13  "Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:"

Witness of a Wonderful Life

John 4:14  "But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life."
What was Jesus' answer?

It is not what.
It is all in Who.

Jesus mentions twice: "I shall give …"
Jesus compares well water with forever water. What is the comparison?

1. Well water does not quench the need for more water in earthly life.

2. Well of springing water quenches the need for spiritual water in everlasting life.
Wonderful Life Desired

John 4:15  "The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw."
What is the woman asking?

She is asking a "man" to give her eternal water.
Willful Sin Convicted

John 4:16  "Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither."
What is Jesus doing?

Changing her perception from "man" to "Christ".
John 4:17  "The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband:"

John 4:18  "For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly."

John 4:19  "The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet."
What is the woman saying?

"I get it, you are a prophet, and since you are a prophet, I have another question about prophet stuff."
Where to Worship?
Where is not the criteria, it is HOW!

John 4:20  "Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship."

What is she asking?
Where is the proper place to worship?
John 4:21  "Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father."

John 4:22  "Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews."
John 4:23  "But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him."
How to Worship?

* Truth
* Spirit
John 4:24  "God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth."
What is Jesus' answer?

It is not "Where", it is "HOW and WHO"

Worship is for the saved
Worship is done in "spirit" and "truth"

The translaters of the King James Bible gave this instance of "spirit" a little "s", indicating that it is not a reference to the Holy Spirit. It must be a reference to our spirit or a function of our spirit.
How do we Worship today?

1. In the Church - 2. In the Closet

Church - most is in the flesh
* preaching - mentioning praise of God without including why we should praise Him.
* singing - what we like
* public prayer
   asking for what we want
   speaking for the ears of men

Closet - this should be where
How should we worship?
* spirit 
   from with-in ourselves
   led, not leading
* truth
   saying true things about the Lord

The Bible's Psalms are good examples

True praise of God is not "praise the Lord". To say "praise the Lord" should be in reference to what God has done or  does
God is not praised …
When we mention God and praise at the same time.

Praise and Worship

When speaking of God, "praise" and "worship" are verbs, not nouns.
When He Comes

John 4:25  "The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things."
This is true

But when He comes the 2nd time, it will be too late.

1. He is coming to catch up the saved, not tell all things.

2. He is coming to leave the lost to the devil, not tell all things.
With her already

John 4:26  "Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he."
What is Jesus saying?

"The Messiah is here already"
John 4:27  "And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he talked with the woman: yet no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why talkest thou with her?"

John 4:28  "The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men,"

What is the significance of leaving her waterpot?
She has assigned more value 
* to Jesus 
* to the New Birth
* to the need of others 

… than the waterpot.
Will you follow and bring followers?

John 4:29  "Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?"
What did she not say about Jesus being the Messiah?

She did not mention that Jesus said, "I am the Messiah"

Why?

A witness for self is not useful.
John 4:30  "Then they went out of the city, and came unto him."

Witnessing Explained
John 4:31  "In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, Master, eat."

John 4:32  "But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of."

John 4:33  "Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man brought him ought to eat?"

John 4:34  "Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work."
What is "meat" in this passage?

It is a sustaining process of what?
Obedience
What are the results of Obedience?
* Lifts for the moment
* Revitalizes for the near future
* Gives joy (see this in verse 36) for now and near future
John 4:35  "Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest."
What does "white" represent?

Ripe. Time to harvest.

What do the "fields" represent?

Lost
When is Harvest Time?

Now, Today
John 4:36  "And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together."
What are the "reapers" results?

"Wages" - "Fruit" - "Joy" - "Sustaining"
What are the wages?

Rewards

What is the fruit?

Saved souls

What is the Joy?

This is a little more difficult.  This is a God-given … see the "Joy - Rejoice" handout
Who are the "sowers"?

Those sowing the seed of the word in the hearts of the lost.

What are the Sower's results?

Same as the Reapers
Why do the "sowers" and "reapers" rejoice together?

Because without one, the other becomes superfluous, un-necessary, not required. 

Since the sower may not reap, he rejoices with the reaper, because the reaper fulfilled the needed last part of the process.

Since the reaper may not sow, he rejoices with the sower, because the sower fulfilled the needed first part of the process.

What is the means to "Wages" - "Fruit" - "Joy" - "Sustaining"?

1. Witnessing, in this passage

2. Obedience is the general label

Obedience is always pointed to a specific area(s) …
* for the Lord

* towards others
John 4:37  "And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth."

John 4:38  "I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men laboured, and ye are entered into their labours."
What is the "labour"?

Sowing and reaping.
John 4:39  "And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did."
What was the woman's testimony?

Jesus knew her and offered her forever water.
To win the lost, we must …
1. Go to those you know and strangers
2. Make an attempt

3. Don’t worry about training

4. Tell them what happened to you

This is what the woman at the well did to win the lost in her home town

5. Tell them about Jesus and what He can do for them
What should NOT be done?

1. Tell them about the Wednesday Night Bible Study
2. Tell them about your Sunday School Class
3. Tell them about the Church
4. Tell them about the Singing
5. Tell them about the fellowship
Why?

When I tell lost people how they can … 
1. be saved
2. receive a changed life
3. Have confidence that they will never lose it and live forever with a loving God
4. Know that the Lord loves them and wants to help them
5. Understand that the church they have been going to has never told them how to be saved
6. Realize that the changed life they can have is PROOF that all that has been said is TRUE.

Then they sometimes ask what?
"Where do YOU go to Church"
John 4:40  "So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry with them: and he abode there two days."
They asked the same thing?

Where do you go to church? Or

I am going where He goes. Or 
I am sticking with You.
John 4:41  "And many more believed because of his own word;"

John 4:42  "And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world."
Joh 4:39 And <de> many <polus> of the Samaritans <Samareites> of <ek> that <ekeinos> city <polis> believed <pisteuo> on <eis> him <autos> for <dia> the saying <logos> of the woman <gune>, which testified <martureo>, <hoti> He told <epo> me <moi> all <pas> that ever <hosos> I did <poieo>.

40 So <oun> when <hos> the Samaritans <Samareites> were come <erchomai> unto <pros> him <autos>, they besought <erotao> him <autos> that he would tarry <meno> with <para> them <autos>: and <kai> he abode <meno> there <ekei> two <duo> days <hemera>.

41 And <kai> many <polus> more <pleion> believed <pisteuo> because <dia> of his own <autos> word <logos>;

42 And <te> said <lego> unto the woman <gune>, <hoti> Now <ouketi> we believe <pisteuo>, not <hoti> because <dia> of thy <sos> saying <lalia>: for <gar> we have heard <akouo> him ourselves <autos>, and <kai> know <eido> that <hoti> this <houtos> is <esti> indeed <alethos> the Christ <Christos>, the Saviour <soter> of the world <kosmos>.
John 4:43  "Now after two days he departed thence, and went into Galilee."

John 4:44  "For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath no honour in his own country
Believed because of the Miracles

John 4:45  "Then when he was come into Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, having seen all the things that he did at Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went unto the feast."

John 4:46  "So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. And there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum."

John 4:47  "When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he would come down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of death."

Jesus knew they would believe because of the Miracles

John 4:48  "Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe."
They may believe the witness

But will not believe in the One Witnessed about
John 4:49  "The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere my child die."

Nobleman acknowledges the Miracle

John 4:50  "Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way."
He belived …

The witness, but had not believed in the One witnessed about. 

How do we know?

See verse 53
John 4:51  "And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth."

John 4:52  "Then inquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. And they said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him."

Nobleman believes in Christ when seeing the Miracle

John 4:53  "So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole house."
This is different

Now he is believing in the One witnessed about

The whole house did not know of what Jesus had said and done, until the Nobleman arrived after the son was healed.
John 4:54  "This is again the second miracle that Jesus did, when he was come out of Judaea into Galilee."

Summary

The people were responding to the Miracles of God, not the Son of God.

The Miracles brought to some …

Joy

Healing

Togetherness

Salvation

Etc.

6

