John 3

Chapter Theme

Man is bound by earthly thinking

To clear-up man’s thinking, he must be born again.

The new birth is through belief in the Son of God. 

How does one believe - Lifted up serpent


Joh 3:1 ¶  There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

 2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.

What is being said by Nicodemus about the Miracles?

God must be involved. Says nothing about Jesus being God.
What does this say about Nicodemus' thinking?

* He knew Jesus was with God
* He knew Jesus was a teacher from God
* He thought Jesus was just a special man

What do you think Nicodemus implying with his statement about "God being with him (Jesus)?"

"How can I be with God"

Why do I think this was what Nicodemus was thinking?

Look at the next verse to see what Jesus thought Nicodemus was asking.
Jesus Answers Nicodemus
 3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

Where did Jesus come up with His answer?

Jesus replied to the Nicodemus' question, "How can I be with God?"
 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?

What is the significance of Nicodemus' question?

* He heard born-again
* He missed "cannot be with God," part of his original question.
 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

Why does Jesus bring up Water and Spirit?

Jesus is clarifying Nicodemus' question about 2 natural births.

What is the clarification?

It is found in the next verse?
 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

Jesus' further clarification on 2 births.

"To be with God" in verses 2, 3, 5, a person must be born twice:
* of flesh, natural birth
* of Spirit, supernatural birth

What is being born of water?

The natural birth

What is being born of the Spirit?

The second birth, spiritual birth, salvation.
 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 

Why is Jesus saying to not marvel over the 2 births?

Because it is not …
* Complicated
* Impossible
 8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

What is the witness of the Spirit in this verse?

The Spirit guides and the born again are aware of it, but the saved do not always know …
* where the guiding will take them
* how the guiding will work
* when the Spirit will guide
* why the Spirit is guiding in this manner 
 9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be?

Nicodemus is confused

How, where, why, when?

Jesus just answered this in verse 8 and then says in verse 10, How did you get to be a Master in Israel?
 10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?

 11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness.

What does "Ye" indicate?

Jesus is not talking only about Nicodemus, but is using the plural "You".
What is made evident in this verse?

Nicodemus has had a witness from God and yet he remains confused, vs 9 above.

Why is Nicodemus still confused?

He did not receive the witness!

What does it mean to "receive the witness?"

The answer is in verse 12, 15, 16, 18, 20, 21 - Believe, Believeth, Believed, Cometh
 12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?

Why did Jesus tell Nicodemus He was not going to tell him of Spiritual things?

Because Nicodemus was asking how to "be with God," Spiritual stuff, yet would not receive or believe what Jesus had said.
 13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.

 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:

Nu 21:5 And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread.

6 And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.

7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people.

8 And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.

9 And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.
What is the significance of "Serpent of Brass" on the pole

Jesus became sin by taking our sin. 

Let this be a lesson to us all. Serpent does not always mean something wicked for man.

Many today want to use Hyper Associations and Types in the Bible, so for instance, everytime you see Serpent, it is the devil.
What is the significance of the "Son of Man" and coming down from heaven and being "Lifted up" and so on?

The Son of Man came from heaven to be put on a pole like the Serpent in the Wilderness, so if those who are dying (natural and spiritual death) …
* would look to Him for their cure of the natural death and spiritual death
* they could be born again missing the spiritual death or second death. See verse 15
 15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

What is the difference between Eternal Life and Everlasting Life?

Nothing!

Why do you say that?

* Believing in Jesus gets a person both, and there is no stipulation making a difference in the 2 "believings".

* Both are the opposite of perishing
 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

What is the difference between Eternal Life, Everlasting Life and Saved?

Nothing!

Why do you include "Saved"?

"Condemn" and "Perish" are parralell and "Saved" is the opposite of "Condemn".

Why bring up the evident?

Because many today are trying to define these words and make them different from each other.

Some would have you think that born again is not salvation, but the preparation for salvation, so that their twisted doctrine will work. Some call themselves Baptists.

Read the Bible and let it speak for itself.
Ascertain the context.
Go with the evident meaning.
 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

Can a person put off Salvation and ride the fence for a more convenient time?

No and Yes! 
* No, a person cannot ride the fence. If he is not saved, he is already condemned. 
* Yes, salvation can be put off, but a lot of things can take place to where salvation may not even be available at a later time.
We will see this later in another chapter.
 19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

What is the Condemnation?

The Light is available, but men do not want light, they want evil, the opposite of Truth and Light and look for evil in darkness.

What is the opposite of "Evil"?

"Truth" in this passage.

So, what do men really love?

* Error, untruth, the opposite of truth
* Darkness, evil, something to cover sin

20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 

What is it that they love about darkness?

They think it conceals their love of "Evil" and no one will speak contrary to them about their "Evil" (untruth).

 21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

What is the opposite of Truth?

Evil in verse 20.

What does it mean, "that his deeds may be made manifest?

The Light reveals what kind of deeds have been performed, Truth or Evil. Those doing Truth, want those Truths to be revealed.

What is the revealing of Truth?

A Witness
What does "wrought in God" mean?

Made in God.
* Made in agreement with God
* Made with the help of God 
* Other implications

Purification
The following starts a new thought, ¶.

Purification is only mentioned once, but the rest of the chapter shows that the Jews were confused about purification and the results of not being purified.
 22 ¶ After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with them, and baptized.

 23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized.

 24 For John was not yet cast into prison.

Purification - Vs 25 to 36 

25 Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the Jews about purifying.

Where is the question in vs 22,23?

John and Jesus were Baptizing in the same area and the Jews saw people leaving John to go to Jesus. See vs 26, below
How do these verses discuss Purification?

This is another one of those places where looking up a word like "Purification" in a dictionary or lexicon or commentary or any man written book, will not get you the right answer. 

Let the Bible speak for itself in plain simple English. In the context here, the Jews misuse the word. The Jews are trying to say that loss of members means loss of purification. 

Not part of Purification
Some want to make Baptism the purifying process and the discussion. But John's reply in the following verses, does not address this type of explanation. What is the whole context? Cults and non-reading Baptists are confused when the context is ignored.
 26 And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him.

Who is making this statement?

Probably John's disciples.
What are they asking John?

Have you lost your purification?
If you are losing you disciples, you must be doing something wrong.

This is a wicked idea planted in the hearts of good people. 

This implies that the only good pastors are the ones with big churches.

This implies that the only good religion or denomination is the one with the most members or showing the most growth.

Illustration

I remember in the 1970's the fastest growing churches were Independent Baptists and they made a lot of noise about God blessing the churches which were right with God. Now that the Independent Baptists are no longer the fastest growing churches, the pastors are saying that they must be preaching the truth, because the world does not like it.
I believe in the independent Baptist movement, but I don't believe in preaching nonsense.
John's Answer
 27 John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven. 

What is this saying?

Everything is God allowed. God gives and God takes. 

What does "nothing" represent?

"A man can receive" no followers, "except it be given him from Heaven (God)."
John is not talking about salvation or Purification, but the born again followers.
28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him.

What is this saying?

You can see and hear (Witness) for yourselves, that I have never said I am the Messiah, but I am a witness for the Messiah. 

John is saying, I am losing people because since I am a witness for the Messiah and He has come, it is only logical that my people should go to Him. 

Illustration
29 He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.

Who is the …

* Bridegroom?

Jesus
* Friend of the Bridegroom?
John
* Bride?


Saved
Be cautious of Briders.

Watchout for those who would use this passage to prove another point, that only Briders will be in the inner circle, through the only "true" Baptism.

Why is John rejoicing?

Because those going to Jesus are the Bride and he is a friend of the Bridegroom, therefore very glad with what he sees for the Bridegroom.
 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.

What is this saying?

Since Jesus is the one of whom John witnesses, then John should lose his people to Jesus.
Clarification for verse 30

 31 He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all.

Who is "He that cometh from above"?

Jesus

Who is "He that is of the earth?"

John

Who is above whom?

Jesus is above John.
 32 And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his testimony.

 33 He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true.

Did no one, in verse 32, believe?

Yes, those in verse 33.

Many attempt to take verses like 32 to say things like …
"Not a single person received John's witness of Jesus being the Messiah."
Verse 33 shows that this is not true. Be careful when drawing conclusions.

Who is "he" in verses 32, 33?

John! The reason why is found in answering the next question.

What is "set to his seal"?

Those that have received John's Witness (Testimony) have sealed the words of John that those words are true and from God, because they have the Witness of a saved person to prove John's witness is true.

Do you see that difficult and obsure statements can easily be understood by just carefully reading the narrative?
 34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.

What does "Spirit by measure" mean?

John was sent by God as a witness ("speaketh the words of God") and God did not measure out His Spirit to John, but gave him the full load.
 35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.

 36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

((((((((((((((((
Summary

Verse 25 to end of Chapter

What was the question in vs 25 about purification?

The Jews (either trouble makers or asking in innocence) could see that John was losing disciples to Jesus and wanted to assign this phenomynon to lack of Purification.
John told either his disciples or the Jews or both …

* I can only have what Heaven allows.

* When the Brides (plural, all saved people) go the the Bridegroom, the Bridegroom's Friend (John) is pleased. They should not stay with John, the Brides should go to the Bridegroom.

* The most important One (Jesus) should increase in followers and John should not.

* Since Jesus is from above, He should be above everyone. John should be above no one. John should lose his followers to the One above all.

* Those that receive the Witness of John that Jesus is above all, seal the Witness of John showing it is of God, because it indicates the Spirit of God (power) was given to John in full quantity and accomplished the job at hand.
* Don't measure John's ministry by the number of followers. All Christian followers belong to Christ. John said, I am just a Witness.

* The Jews tried to associate the loss of John's members with the loss of John's purification.
* The Jews never understand, nor do the "get it."
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